PIA MATTHES

PIA MATTHES is a German designer
and artist living in Switzerland. She
studied sculpture at the Faculdade
de Belas-Artes in Lisbon and design
and media art at the University

of Arts and Design in Karlsruhe.
Besides working as a teacher in a
public workshop and as a digital
storyteller, she creates objects,
installations and experiential
productions in her studio.

PETROSCOPE

In a fast-paced, digitally insecure world, it's easy to
lose your footing. The earth on which we stand is
shaking. We long for stability and security. If we look
closely, we bend our heads down and contemplate
the matter beneath our feet. A relatively thin shell
separates us from a gigantic deformable mass
inside the earth. This earth’s crust consists of
various layers of rock. With such fundamental
matter, it is worth taking a close look. The
Petroscope provides such an insight and reveals the
secret of the rocks on which we live. Perhaps it will
help us to find the ground under our feet again.
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The Petroscope provides an insight into petrology
(from the Greek rétpa, pétra, stone) and shows how
differently rocks are structured and what a play of
colors can result from such dense material. The
Petroscope projects an enlarged section of the
petrological thin section onto the wall. A thin section
is a rock preparation 20 to 30 um thick. It is so thin
that the otherwise solid-looking stone becomes
transparent. The specimen can be moved in the
light to project different details. Optional polarizing
filters can be used to refract the light in the
different minerals of the rock.




